Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s upcoming meeting with Chairman 
of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission Mikhail 
Myasnikovich 


On October 5, Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will meet with 
Chairman of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission 
Mikhail Myasnikovich. 


The discussion will focus on the priorities of the Russian 
chairmanship of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) in 2023, as 
well as the EAEU’s international agenda. 


The Russian side attaches great importance to the development of 
cooperation within the Union, as well as the establishment of 
constructive Cooperation between the EAEU and foreign partners, 
and the promotion of the Eurasian agenda at international 
platforms. 


Meeting of the United Russia Party General Council Commission on 
International Cooperation and Support for Compatriots Living 
Abroad 


On October 7, Sergey Lavrov will hold, via videoconference, the 
fourth meeting of the United Russia Party General Council 
Commission for International Cooperation and Support for 
Compatriots Living Abroad, established by instruction of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, which will take place in Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 
on the sidelines of the international inter-party conference New 
Environmental Policy and Sustainable Development (October 6-7). 


The meeting will focus on public and political support for 
environmental security in the Asia-Pacific region. There are also 
plans to discuss the further development of inter-party cooperation, 
aimed at strengthening the diverse ties of Eurasian states. 


The inter-party conference will be attended by representatives of 
leading political parties from South and South-East Asia, Latin 
America and the CIS. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov will 
deliver a video address to the conference participants. 


Donbass and Ukraine update 


On September 27, the Donetsk and Lugansk people’s republics, 
Kherson and Zaporozhye regions completed referendums on 
accession to the Russian Federation. The high voter turnout and the 
results speak for themselves: the people in those regions do not 
want to return to their former lives. They have paid a high price for 
their future and proved that they have the right to a peaceful life. 
These people have rebelled against terrorism and the dragged-out 
war the Kiev neo-Nazi regime unleashed against its own people. 
This is how it went in Donbass, and later in the Zaporozhye and 
Kherson regions. 


Once again, | am highlighting something that is obvious to anyone 
who has been truly interested in these developments, and not just 
relying on the global mainstream “news.” These people have made 
a conscious and free choice. They have declared, loudly and firmly, 
to the whole world their desire to be together with Russia from now 
on, to link their future forever with our country, which was, is and will 
be their historical homeland. 


They had given Ukraine a chance to treat them as its citizens. The 
Kiev regime, the politicians who lost their independence and 
delegated decision-making to their foreign handlers, failed to take 
advantage of that high honour. Perhaps some well-fed and 
pompous witnesses of liberal totalitarianism, many of whom are 
now queuing outside foreign embassies here, are unable to 
understand this. They think “well-being” is about maintaining their 
petty, narrow comfort zone. It’s beyond their scope to think about 
others. They know nothing about compassion or making sacrifices 


for the sake of a loved one, or for the sake of someone who asks 
for help. They don’t know what these things are; it happens. 


| am saying this to those who have been professing the logic of a 
liberal dictatorship for many years. The spirit is stronger than 
circumstances, threats or temptations. | am addressing the Western 
countries. You and we have different “prides.” You chose to rely on 
your partners “in the flesh,” and we chose partners in spirit. 


| want to stress that the referendums in the DPR, LPR, and the 
Kherson and Zaporozhye regions have been held in full accordance 
with the norms and principles of international law (no matter how 
strongly anyone might dislike this); they were fully legal and did not 
run counter to world practice. Many would ask: which norms and 
principles? Where can they be found? They’re right there. In the 
fundamental body of international law, including the UN Charter and 
other documents adopted by the United Nations. Just allow yourself 
to be objective. Try to see not what you want to see or what is being 
imposed on you — but try to analyze the situation thoughtfully, 
relying on historical facts and current realities, and assess what 
happened in full accordance with international law. 


Both Kiev and the West are well aware of this. They only pretend 
they don’t understand. They do not want to allow the public in their 
countries to understand or assess the situation from the point of 
view of international law. The people of Donbass and southern 
Ukraine have exercised their right to self-determination. Let 
someone Say it is not so. They did this in accordance with the UN 
Charter, as well as with those practices and norms that the West 
had never denied before, and even sometimes applied. However, 
the Zelensky regime and its American handlers do not want to 
accept reality, or to see this side of international law. On the 
contrary, they cynically question the procedure for holding a 
plebiscite and its results, dismissing them as insignificant and 
incompatible with democracy. What was the word Vladimir Zelensky 
used [to call the people in Donbass]? Inhuman species? Is this why 
what they want is insignificant? No. They are questioning both 
essence and form. Labeling and calling names. They are doing 
everything to show off their importance and prove they are right. 


They are using the sacred — the icon of democracy. This would 
make sense if they themselves had not deviated from it a long time 
ago. Look who is doing this — those who have been grossly violating 
human rights for years — in Ukraine, in the Western countries, as 
well as in countries they have occupied in various parts of the 
world. They have contributed to transforming the young Ukrainian 
state into a totalitarian, aggressive, neo-Nazi regime, encouraging it 
with money and arms supplies to use artillery on peaceful cities. | 
can see that for these people, the referendum is nothing, of course. 
All they heed is the voice of guns. People’s voices don’t matter to 
them. And neither do the lives of each of the inhabitants of the 
regions in question. 


